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400+ peer-reviewed journals

297
MDPI journals that are currently 

covered in Web of Science.

2024
25.7M Article Downloads

307
MDPI journals that are currently 

covered in Scopus. 
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Open Access (OA) is free, immediate,

permanent online access to the full text of

research articles for anyone, webwide.

Golden OA: (OA journals or OA option in

subscription journals)

Green OA: self archiving, embargo time

The Definition of Open Access



https://www.mdpi.com/journal/socsci

Open Access Means

Redistribution & Reuse
Modification

•vs. Copyright transfer

Free readership

•Anyone can access 
research

•Anyone can quote and use it
•Anyone can change, update, 
and republish

Open licensing



https://www.mdpi.com/journal/socsci

The Advantages of OA

• Retain Copyright

• Unlimited distribution and potentially more citations

• Developing countries rarely have access to many 

subscription journals

• Very few institutions have access to all subscription journals 

(hospitals, government agencies, private doctors) 

• Avoiding duplicate studies

• Fast publishing
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All articles are available online and are

freely accessible to readers.

All articles are published under a Creative

Commons License (CC-BY).

Editorial work is supported financially by

Article Processing Charges (APCs), paid by

authors and their institutions.。

Articles are available to Scholars if the

University has purchased a subscription

All Articles are published under constraining

Copyright licenses transfered to the Publisher

Authors often have to pay additional color or

page charges

Open Access vs. Subscription
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Open Access Papers Published in 2024

• Source: Dimensions, Gold and Hybrid-Gold open access papers
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MDPI’s Philosophy 

The best service to our 

authors means:

fast and fair peer review 

and fair publishing 

service cost

Fast dissemination of 

research in order to allow 

reproducibility and 

validation, thus reducing 

research waste and 

speeding up progress

Any valid, sound 

research should be 

published, including 

negative results

The significance of an 

article should not be 

judged by only 2 

reviewers and an editor, 

but by the community at 

large 

We do not boost Impact 

Factors (IFs) except 

through post-publication 

article promotion
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2023 Impact Factor

72% of our ranked MDPI journals (172 of 239) are ranked 

above average, in Q1 or Q2. 

239
journals

earned an
Impact Factor

77
journals with

an Impact Factor

above 3

MDPI journals are indexed in every top database, including Web 

of Science, Scopus, and DOAJ.

We also prioritize coverage in scope-specific databases, such as 

PMC, PubMed, MEDLINE, Inspec, CAS, FSTA, and more.

2024 Updates

• 39 new acceptances in Scopus, bringing the total number of 

MDPI journals covered in Scopus to 307.

• 59 new acceptances in Web of Science, resulting in a total of 

297 MDPI journals covered in Web of Science. 98.58% of MDPI 

articles are covered in Web of Science.

• 8 MDPI journals added to the Directory of Open Access 

Journals (DOAJ), for a total of 393 MDPI journals in the DOAJ, 

the third-highest count for any publisher.

MDPI – Journal Development & Indexing
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Basic Information Statistics & Indexing Advantage

Introduction

34.2 days: Submission to 

First Decision

4.8 days: Acceptance to 

Publication

Author Benefits 
▪ Open Access: Unlimited 

and free access for 

readers

▪ Double-Blind Peer-

Review 

▪ Quick Turnaround Time 

▪ International scope and 

interdisciplinary

▪ Copyright by authors

▪ High Visibility

Journal Statistics
• 4,112 Papers published

• 859 Papers cited 10 times or more

Journal Indexing 
▪ ESCI (Web of Science), 2021

▪ Scopus, 2016

Impact Factor
• Current Impact Factor : 1.7 (2024)

• CiteScore: 3.1 (2024)

Journal Rank:
• JCR - Q2 (SOCIAL SCIENCES, 

INTERDISCIPLINARY - ESCI)

• CiteScore - Q2 (General Social Sciences)

Rejection Rate:
• 69.85 (2023)

• 68.07 (2024)

2012 released

Editor-in-Chief
Emeritus Prof. Nigel Parton 
(University of Huddersfield, UK)

Editorial Boad Members – 128  

Subject Areas 

▪ Anthropology

▪ Criminology

▪ Economics

▪ Education

▪ Geography

▪ History

▪ Law

▪ Linguistics

▪ Political science

▪ Psychology

▪ Social policy

▪ Social work

▪ Sociology

▪ Other related areas



https://www.mdpi.com/journal/socsci

Sections
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Information for Editors

Editorial Process

https://www.mdpi.com/editors
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Peer-Review – General Criteria

✓ Originality/novelty

✓ Significance of content

✓ Quality of presentation

✓ Scientific soundness

✓ Interest to the readers

✓ Overall merit
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Peer-Review - Content

Evaluation Criteria

Articles

Reviews

✓ Does the introduction provide sufficient background and include all 

relevant references?

✓ Is the research design appropriate?

✓ Are the methods adequately described?

✓ Are the results clearly presented?

✓ Are the conclusions supported by the results?

✓ Is the work a significant contribution to the field?

✓ Is the work well organized and comprehensively described?

✓ Is the work scientifically sound and not misleading?

✓ Are there appropriate and adequate references to related and previous work?

✓ Is the English used correct and readable?

External Editors make decisions independently

✓ All review reports 

✓ Novelty

✓ Significance of content: Introduction, design, methods, result, and conclusions

✓ Quality of presentation

✓ Scientific soundness

✓ Interest to the readers

✓ Language

✓ Ethical

✓ Overall merit



Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5

4052 Basel, Switzerland

socsci@mdpi.com

@SocSci_MDPI
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